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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner acknowledges the amendment filed December 6, 2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application lor patent, published tmder section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant Ibr patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States belbre the in\ eniion by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 11-14, 16, 18 - 21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Nilitila U.S. Patent No. 6,817,979. 

11. An image display device connected, via a network, to a plurality of bio-information 
acquiring devices that acquire bio-information on each of a plurality of persons under 
measurement, the image display device comprising: 

bio-information receiving means for receiving the bio-information on the plurality of 
persons under measurement transmitted from each of the plurality of bio- information acquiring 
device devices (Figure 2A item 226, column 6 lines 24 - 45); 
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image generating means for generating an image on the basis of relationships among the 
plurality of bio-information received by the bio-information receiving means (Figure 2A item 
126, column 6 lines 24 - 45); and 

displaying means for displaying the image (Figure 2A items 222, 224). 

12. The image display device according to claim 11, wherein the plurality of bio- 
information acquiring devices include an environmental information measuring means for 
quantitatively measuring environmental information of environments around the plurality of 
persons under measurement (Nihtila column 6 lines 24-45, column 10 lines 26-41); and 

the image generating means generates images representing conditions of the plurality of 
persons under measurement and the environments around the plurality of persons on the basis of 
the bio-information and the environmental information (Nihtila column 6 lines 24-45, column 
10 lines 26-41). 

13. The image display device according to claim 11, further comprising read-out means 
for reading out information recorded in a recording medium, the image generating means 
generating images representing conditions of the plurality of persons under measurement and 
environments around the plurality of persons on the basis of bio-information and environment 
information pre-recorded in the recording medium (Nihtila column 6 lines 24 - 45, column 10 
lines 26-41). 
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14. The image display device according to claim 11, wherein the image generating means 
generates images representing conditions of the plurality of persons under measurement (Column 
6 lines 24 - 45); and 

the displaying means displays the images representing the conditions of the plurality of 
persons under measurement simultaneously (Column 6 lines 24 - 45). 

16. The system image display device according to claim 12, wherein the image 
generating means generates images reflecting the relation in the environmental information 
among the plurality of persons under measurement (Column 6 lines 24-45, column 10 lines 26 
-41). 

18. The image display device according to claim 11, comprising read-out means for 
reading out information recorded in a recording medium, the image generating means generates 
images representing conditions of the pliirality of persons under measurement and environments 
around the plurality of persons on the basis of bio-information and environmental information 
pre-recorded in the recording medium (Column 6 lines 24-45, column 10 lines 26-41). 

19 . A method of displaying an image, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving, via a network, bio-information on each of a plurality of persons under 

measurement (Figure 6 item 602, column 6 lines 24 - 45); 

generating an image on the basis of relationships among the plurality of bio- information 
received in the receiving step (Figure 6 item 608, column 6 lines 24 - 45); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,930 
Art Unit: 3735 



Page 5 



displaying the image generated in the image generating step (Figure 6 item 614, column 6 
lines 24-45). 

20. The method according to claim 19, further comprising the step of quantitatively 
measuring environmental information of environments around the plurality of persons under 
measurement (Column 6 lines 24-45, column 10 lines 26-41); and 

the step of generating the image comprises generating images representing conditions of 
the plurality of persons under measurement on the basis of the bio-information and the 
environmental information (Column 6 lines 24-45, column 10 lines 26-41). 

21. The method according to claim 19, wherein the step of generating the image 
comprises generating receiving the bio information on a plurality of persons under measurement 
in the receiving step, images representing conditions of the plurality of persons under 
measurement (Column 6 lines 24 - 45); and 

the step of displaying comprises displaying the images representing the conditions of the 
plurality of persons under measurement are displayed simultaneously (Column 6 lines 24 - 45). 

23. The method according to claim 21, wherein the displaying comprises displaying the 
images that reflect a relation in environmental information among the plurality of persons under 
measurement (Column 6 lines 24-45, column 10 lines 26-41). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the im ention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the stibject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 4, 6, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nihtila U.S. Patent No. 6,817,979 in view of Mault U.S. Patent No. 6,478,736. 

In regards to claim 1, Nihtila discloses an image displaying system, comprising: 

a plurality of bio-information acquiring devices including means for measuring bio- 
information on each of a plurality of persons under measurement, and means for sending the bio- 
information (Nihtila figure 2A items 202, 203, 204, 206, 208, 211, column 6 lines 24 - 45); and 

an image display device including receiving means for receiving the bio- information on 
the plurality of persons under measurement, transmitted from each of the plurality of bio- 
information acquiring devices, image generating means for generating an image on the basis of 
relationships among the plurality of bio-information received by the receiving means, and 
display means for displaying the image (Nihtila figure 2A items 126, 222, 224, 228, column 6 
lines 24 - 45), wherein 

the plurality of bio-information acquiring device devices and the image display device are 
located in different places and connected to each other via a network (Nihtila figure 2A items 
202, 204, 206, 208,211). 
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Nihtila discloses the information acquiring devices and the image display devices 
connected via a network (Nihtila figure 2A items 202, 204, 206, 208, 211). Nihtila fails to 
explicitly disclose the information acquiring devices and image display devices in different 
places. However, Mault a reference in an analogous art discloses a system comprising data 
acquisition devices connected via a network to remote display devices (Mault column 10 lines 31 
- 57). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the display devices of Nihtila to include remote display devices in different places, since 
Mault states that remote display devices allow experts to review acquired data and provide 
feedback to improve the user's health (Mault column 10 lines 31-57). 

2. The image displaying system according to claim 1, wherein the image generating 
means generates an image representing conditions of the plurality of persons under measurement 
(Nihtila figure 3, column 6 lines 24 - 45). 

3. The image displaying system according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of bio- 
information acquiring devices include environmental information measuring means for 
quantitatively measuring environmental information of environments around the plurality of 
persons under measurement (Nihtila column 10 lines 26 - 41); and 

the image generating means generates images representing conditions of the plurality of 
persons under measurement and the environments around the plurality of persons on the basis of 
the bio-information and the environmental information (Nihtila column 10 lines 26-41). 
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4. The image displaying system according to claim 1, wherein the displaying means 
generates images of pseudo creatures representing a condition of each of the plurality of persons 
under measurement, and displays the plurality of pseudo creatures simultaneously (Nihtila 
colunm 6 lines 24 - 45). 

6. The image displaying system according to claim 3, wherein the image generating 
means generates images reflecting the relation in the environmental information among the 
plurality of persons under measurement (Nihtila column 6 lines 24-45, column 10 lines 26 - 
41). 

9. The image displaying system according to claim 1, wherein the image display device 
includes read-out means for reading out information recorded in a recording medium (Nihtila 
figure 2A items 222, 224, and 228); and 

the image generating means generates images representing conditions of the plurality of 
persons under measurement and environments around the plurality of persons on the basis of bio- 
information and environmental information read by the read-out means (Nihtila column 6 lines 
24 - 45, column 10 lines 26 - 41). 

10. The image displaying system according to claim 1, wherein the image display device 
includes speech generating means for generating a speech representing conditions of the plurality 
of persons under measurement on the basis of the bio-information and speech output means for 
outputting the speech (Nihtila column 8 lines 1-11). 
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Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nihtila U.S. Patent No. 6,817,979 in view of Mault U.S. Patent No. 6,478,736 and further in 
view of Rosenberg et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,956,484. 

In regards to claim 7, Nihtila and Mault disclose a system comprising user - created 
avatars that allows for interaction between users and avatars via a network (Nihtila column 6 
lines 24 - 45). Nihtila and Mault fail to disclose detecting a touch signal and transmitting a 
cutaneous stimulus. However Rosenberg et al. discloses a force - feedback communication 
system comprising user - created avatars that can interact with force feedback transmission via a 
network (Rosenberg et al. column 2 lines 31-65, column 14 lines 44 - 65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the user interaction 
interface of Nihtila and Mault with the force - feedback interface of Rosenberg et al., since 
Rosenberg et al. states that force - feedback transmission enhances the user's experience with the 
interactive system, and the system of Nihtila and Mault is intended for motivation of the user 
through an interactive user interface. 

8. The image displaying system according to claim 7, wherein the cutaneous-stimulus 
giving means gives stimulus at least by vibration, electric stimulus and friction (Rosenberg et al. 
column 2 lines 31-65, column 14 lines 44 - 65). 
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Claims 17 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nihtila U.S. Patent No. 6,817,979 in view of Rosenberg et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,956,484. 

In regards to claim 17, Nihtila discloses a system comprising user - created avatars that 
allows for interaction between users and avatars via a network (Nihtila column 6 lines 24 - 45). 
Nihtila fails to disclose detecting a touch signal and transmitting a cutaneous stimulus. However 
Rosenberg et al. discloses a force - feedback communication system comprising user - created 
avatars that can interact with force feedback transmission via a network (Rosenberg et al. column 
2 lines 31 - 65, column 14 lines 44 - 65). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to modify the user interaction interface of Nihtila with the force - 
feedback interface of Rosenberg et al., since Rosenberg et al. states that force - feedback 
transmission enhances the user's experience with the interactive system, and the system of 
Nihtila is intended for motivation of the user through an interactive user interface. 

In regards to claim 24, Nihtila discloses a system comprising user - created avatars that 
allows for interaction between users and avatars via a network (Nihtila column 6 lines 24 - 45). 
Nihtila fails to disclose detecting a touch signal and transmitting a cutaneous stimulus. However 
Rosenberg et al. discloses a force - feedback communication system comprising user - created 
avatars that can interact with force feedback transmission via a network (Rosenberg et al. column 
2 lines 31-65, column 14 lines 44 - 65). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to modify the user interaction interface of Nihtila with the force - 
feedback interface of Rosenberg et al., since Rosenberg et al. states that force - feedback 
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transmission enhances the user's experience with the interactive system, and the system of 
Nihtila is intended for motivation of the user through an interactive user interface. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 6, 2007 have been fiilly considered but they are 

not persuasive. 

In regard to claims 1,11, and 19, Applicant contends that Nihtila fails to disclose 
generating an image on the basis of relationships among the received bio-information. The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Nihtilia discloses collecting physiological data representing a plurality of physiological 
parameters (Nihtila column 2 lines 5 - 15). A server collects the physiological data and compiles 
a virtual model or avatar of the user using the collected data and user settings (Nihtila column 6 
lines 24-45, figure 6 item 604). The resulting avatar comprises an image of the user. The 
incorporation of multiple physiological parameters into the avatar comprises a relationship 
among the parameters. Therefore, the applied prior art is sufficient to reject the claim limitation 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kai Raj an whose telephone number is 571-272-3077. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00AM to 4:00PM. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Charles A. Marmor, II/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3735 

KR 

January 30, 2008 



